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In the past few years the Chicago house community has produced a number of innovative and distinct djs trained in the art of transforming tranquil dance floors into spaces of sheer bedlam and bliss. Their committed vision of undiluted musical appreciation, interactive communication, improvisation and basic integrity has brought greater attention to all the city’s great djs including the genre busting DJ Heather. Widely regarded as one of the premier selectors in the nation, this Chicagoan demonstrates her skills and sharp deck acumen for the massives throughout the Windy City and the world at large with verve and undeniable talent.

Primarily known in the Chicago dance community as a “hip hop” dj she began a shift in the material she played. “It was never a intentional choice to spin house music instead of hip hop. The demand simply seemed to intensify after each gig. Let me know that people were liking my methodology for house as well.” Over time she moved on to specialize in house and maintains a soulful head-bobbing approach. Heather’s track selection sends a nod of respect to the forbearers of Chicago’s signature sound. “Many things influence me, more than one sound” She fuses disco, classic house and techno. She drops tracks by producers who understand the forward curve of the electronic music scene. Commanding the crowd’s  attention and keeping their feet moving. Soon her presence within the Windy City scene began to solidify and her reputation nationally began to grow. “Getting a chance to play outside Chicago definitely has been a combination of luck and timing. Friends, acquaintances and follow djs have looked out by suggesting me for gigs. Promoters, thankfully, trusted their opinions.”  That kind of luck would play a big part in her first gig in Europe. By chance a tape was passed on to a promoter and lead to a trip to Paris. “I’ve always felt the Chicago sound isn’t much about what records you play as it is about how you play them. Using techniques such as tweaking the eq, layering records, sound effects, etc. to bring a uniqueness or signature sound to the mix.” In a matter of a time she progressed from local dj to a regular on the international dj circuit. “I was able to achieve that by doing a lot of touring purely based on the strength of my djaying.” Since then she has become a regular on the international circuit.

In 1998 she was asked by San Francisco transplant and fellow Chicagoan Mark Farina to support his Mushroom Jazz 2 cd tour. “I felt incredibly honored. Mark asking me to join him on tour was his quiet way of saying I like what you do. Truly the ultimate compliment.” She would later join him on the road in support of the third and fourth installments of the Mushroom Jazz series. As well as the house release San Francisco Sessions for Om Records in 1999. The cd also featured “Something Else” her first of three collaborations with 2nd Shift (JT Donaldson and Tim Shumaker) originally available on Seasons Recordings.  

A year later Heather released her own officially licensed mix “Tangerine” for the Chicago based Afterhours label.  “With my debut compilation I hoped to simply illustrate that I could program and mix. I think I achieved that”. With stand out reviews she hit the road on her own.  That same year she returned to Chicago club staple Smartbar to begin her second residency at the venue. 2002 marked her inaugural trip to South Africa. “Visiting the continent was life altering. I went to Capetown and Johannesburg. Chanting, dancing, call and response throughout my set . I never had that type of true connection with an audience before. On top of all that, I was asked to make a speech after I played. Amazing.” She was the first African-American woman ever to play there. The UK’s Jockey Slut magazine touted her, as a star on the rise in their Feburary 2002 issue. The next month she won the first ever Dancestar award for Breakthrough DJ. “I was definitely surprised I was nominated but to win was even more shocking”. That year Heather also began her relationship with the London club Fabric.“Really a great space for djs and live performances. The attention detail is fantastic. I felt so comfortable there.” They felt the same and she officially became one of the residents in two years later. “I love that club.”
In 2003 Vancouver’s Nordic Trax asked her to take on mixing duties “Dancefloor Principles”. This lead to her first trip to Japan, fulfilling a childhood dream. “Since I was a kid I had dreamt of going to Asia, Tokyo especially. I toured extensively for the disc. The stop was unquestionably a highlight” Despite her hectic time on the road she still manages to get in the studio. “Collabrating is a lot of fun. For me it’s interesting to see how other people handle the creative process. In the last few years I have worked with Brett Johnson, Greenskeepers, Slater Hogan, John Larner, Swirl People and Colette among others.” 

Named after her favorite soy yogurt, Blackcherry Recordings, made its debut with the buzz worthy single “Picture of You” featuring Heather along with D.C.’s own EastcoastcoastBoogiemen. “ I came up with the name four years ago with intentions of starting a label. No project fit until this came along. I guess it was meant to be”. Remix duties were taken on by some of house music brightest rising stars. Lawnchair Generals, Jason Hodges, Natural Rhythm and Cle provided diverse takes on the original. She plans to release her own original material on the label in 2006. 

2005 also marked Heather’s installment to the much heralded Fabric CD series, for the club of the same name. “With [Fabric] 21 I had a concept in mind; most of the material had to have been played at the club to give it an honest feel.” Judging by critics and house enthusiasts she has done just that. “At the end of the day to make a room full of people happy is difficult to do. You become part mind reader , guru, sensei, educator, entertainer and babysitter all at once. All the experiences I have had, made who I am today. As a person and dj. I love what I do.”
With 15 years of experienced behind her Dj Heather has grown to become one of the Windy City’s main Dj exports. She is an artist who defies conformity, defines quality and continues to nurture her solid skills for soul music of the technological generation.

To View DJ HEATHER’S extended biography, please visit http://www.ilovedjheather.com
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DISCOGRAPHY

Slater Hogan and John Larner feat. Dj Heather-Bump This Groove-Voluptuous Recordings

Brett Johnson and Dj Heather-Everything’s Electric-Classic Recordings

Formidable Force feat. Dj Heather-Affection-Tango Recordings

Colette feat. Dj Heather-Joy and Pain(Interlude) from the album-Hypnotize-Om Records

EastcoastBoogiemen feat. Dj Heather -Picture of You(Part One and Two)with Remixes by Lawnchair Generals, Cle, Natural Rhythm and Jason Hodges-Blackcherry Recordings

Johnny Fiasco feat. Dj Heather –Soundz-Uniform Recordings

Johnny Fiasco feat. Dj Heather -In The Best Mood-Middle Recordings

Greenskeepers feat. Heather –Dots-from the album –Pleetch- Classic Recordings/Om Records

Swirl People feat. Heather -We Used To Party- Original and 

Remix(LawnChairGenerals) from the album-Special Combo- Aroma 

Fred Everything feat. Dj Heather -That Thang-Original and Remix(Phil Weeks) from the album-Light Of Day- 20:20 Recordings

Behind The Groove feat. Jackie Green with additional vocals by Dj Heather-Make Me Believe In You-Loveslap

2nd Shift feat. Heather-Are You Ready for the Futuere-Original and Remix(Halo and Jamie Thinnes)-Seasons Recordings

2nd Shift feat. Heather-Down Where-Original and Remixes(Joshua and Lance Desardi)

Seasons Recordings

2nd Shift feat. Heather-Something Else-Original and Remixes(Derrick Carter and Freaks)

Seasons Recordings

Johnny Fiasco feat. Heather –Bitchin-Pamplemousse Recordings

Derrcik Carter’s Sound Patrol Orchestra feat. Heather and Chez Damier-Tripping Among the Stars-Organico 

LICENSED TRACKS:

EastcoastBoogiemen & Dj Heather-Picture of You(Jason Hodges Remix)-Lounge Grooves mixed compilation by JT Donaldson-Syntax Recordings-2005

EastcoastBoogiemen & Dj Heather-Picture of You(Jason Hodges Remix)- Ministry of 

Sound mixed compilation by Derrick Carter-Ministry Recordings 2005

EastcoastBoogiemen & Dj Heather-Picture of You(Original Mix)-Renaissance Presents: Frontiers mixed compilation by Yousef-Renaissance Recordings 2005

EastcoastBoogiemen & Dj Heather-Picture Of You(Jason Hodges Remix)-House of Om mixed compilation by Fred Everything-Om Records 2005

EastCoastBoogiemen & Dj Heather -Picture Of You(Original Mix)- Chicago Sound mixed compilation by Miles Maeda-Igloo Records 2004

2nd Shift feat Heather-Something Else(Derrick Carter remix)- About Now- mixed compilation by Derrick Carter-611 Recordings 20002

2nd Shift feat Heather -Something Else-San Francisco Sessions mixed compilation by Mark Farina Om Records 2000

MIXED CDS:

Fabric 21-Fabric Recordings

Dancefloor Principles-Nordic Trax

Tangerine-Afterhours

UPCOMING:
The Control Group –Do You Know Where I am From?-Blackcherry Recordings

Children of Divorce-You and the EQ-Blackcherry Recordings


